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Following the  
2019-20 bushfires

Rebuilding  
the Honey Bee  
and Pollination  
Industry



What is required 

To secure the future of commercial beekeeping 
and pollination services, the industry recognises 
the need to work with governments and other 
nongovernment agencies over the next five years 
to deliver the 6-point recovery plan.

This is likely to require: 

• Joint effort with each impacted State
(Qld, NSW, Vic, SA) for direct hive feeding
and pollination support, and fee waivers
(action point 1 and 2)

• Support and coordination with the Federal
government over five years to deliver action
points 4 to 6 covering lost levies and other
industry rebuilding initiatives.

What is under threat?

• $147 million in gross value of production
(GVP) to the Australian economy from honey 
and hive production.

• $14.2 billion1 per year contribution to the 
Australian economy from pollination services 
essential to multi-million-dollar horticultural 
crops – and a vital role in delivering the 
National Farmers Federation vision for
an agricultural sector with a GVP of
$100 billion by 2030.

• In New South Wales 9,800 hives were destroyed and 89,000 hives
lost field bees and are in critical need of husbandry support.
NSW previous had a supply of 275,000 hives.

• In Queensland 1,000 hives were destroyed by fire and an
unknown number of hives lost field bees.

• In South Australia 1,100 of the 4,000 hives on Kangaroo Island
were destroyed.

• In Victoria, 650 hives were lost in the 2019-20 bushfires.

1Karasinski JM (2018) The economic valuation of Australian  
managed and wild honey bee pollinators in 2014-15, 
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Australia’s 2019-20 bushfires 
destroyed an estimated 15.6 million 
hectares of native forests.  Critical 
nectar and pollen sources for honey 
bee colonies have been lost. Our ability 
to meet the pollination needs of the 
Australian agriculture industry is now 
severely compromised as with the ability 
to meet demand for domestic  
and export honey.

Industry experts suggest honey production 
across Australia is  down 50%  with a 
significant proportion of hives lost.

This six point plan has been developed based on Clarke, 
M (2020) Bushfire Recovery: Understanding what needs to 
be done to ensure the Honey Bee and Pollination Industry 
recovers from the 2019-20 Bushfire Crisis.



2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Direct hive feeding 
and pollination support 
(State support)

Sugar and pollen subsidies to ensure build up 
of hives for spring honey flows and pollination 
services

State fee waivers  
(State support)

Relief from state government fees and charges 
(wavers on site fees, beekeeper licences and 
vehicle registration)

Levy supplements Shortfall in biosecurity levy due to shortfall 
in honey production for pest surveillance and 
national biosecurity*

Shortfall in industry research levy due to 
shortfall in honey production**

Assistance with peak industry body AHBIC’s 
survival in lieu of discretionary contribution by 
beekeepers

Funding to optimise industry’s levy base with 
introduction of a new pollination levy

Industry sustainability 
research

Understanding the honey bee biosecurity 
implications of less forest resource

Understanding honey bee nutrition with less 
forest resource

Exploration of sophisticated hive management 
technology post bushfires

Research on pastures and legumes for 
farmland for optimal nectar production and 
pollination

Communications 
initiatives

Documenting and communicating best 
practice supplementary feeding

Development and communication of region 
specific floral resource planting guides

Industry outreach and 
engagement programs

Upskilling and expanding the small and aging 
beekeeper base

Funding for beekeeper participation in 
vegetation management programs for apiary 
values

Funding for beekeeper participation in public 
estate forest management

Funding for beekeeper participation in 
ensuring consistent public estate forest 
management across jurisdictions 

Funding for beekeeper participation in access 
to public lands available for apiculture

Engagement with Landcare bodies on planning 
native vegetation pollination corridors

*National Bee Pest Surveillance Program (industry contribution currently $100,000 pa) and the National Bee Biosecurity Program (industry contribution $500,000 pa)                 

** Industry research contribution currently $300,000 pa    

6-point bushfire  
recovery action plan

Direct hive feeding and pollination support to underpin spring 
honey flows and future pollination services for agriculture.

Fee waivers to reduce costs for apiarists such as site fees,  
beekeeper licences and vehicle registrations. 

Levy supplements to support the loss of levy income due to low 
honey production and to ensure critical bio-security measures and 
industry research continue.

Industry sustainability research to optimise hive management,  
use of native flora resources, and to optimise agriculture 
pollination into the future.

Communications initiatives to deliver best practice in bee keeping  
and advice on flora selection.

Industry outreach and engagement to support beekeeper 
and industry representation with native vegetation and forest 
management agencies and groups, and to upskill beekeepers  
and encourage new entrants to the industry.

A 6-point plan has been developed 
through industry wide consultation 
to recover the beekeeping industry 
over the next five years. 
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Learn more 
agrifutures.com.au/honey-bee-pollination
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of the contents of this publication without first obtaining 
specific, independent, professional advice. AgriFutures 
Australia will not be liable for any loss, damage, cost or 
expense incurred or arising by reason of any person using 
or relying on the information in this publication. 

© 2020 AgriFutures Australia 

All rights reserved.   
 

AgriFutures Australia Publication No. 20-063


