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Introduction to AgriFutures Australia 
AgriFutures Australia is the trading name for Rural Industries Research & Development 

Corporation (RIRDC). AgriFutures Australia invests in research, leadership, innovation and 

learning to support industries that do not have their own research and development 

function, new and emerging industries, and the issues that affect the whole of agriculture. 

Our vision is to grow the long-term prosperity of Australian rural industries. In practical 

terms, this means: 

• Initiatives that attract capable people into careers in agriculture, build the 

capability of future rural leaders, and support change makers and thought leaders 

• Research and analysis to understand and address important issues on the horizon 

for Australian agriculture 

• Research and development for established industries that do not have their own 

Research & Development Corporation (RDC), including the rice, chicken meat, 

honey bee and pollination, thoroughbred horse, pasture seeds, export fodder, 

ginger and tea tree oil industries 

• Research and development to accelerate the establishment and expansion of new 

rural industries, such as hemp, seaweed, sesame and jackfruit. 

 

Our approach 

As a future-thinking organisation, AgriFutures Australia not only tackles the rural 

challenges and opportunities we face today but unearths the challenges and opportunities 

of tomorrow. We place people at the centre of everything we do. We listen, connect and 

collaborate with emerging leaders in agriculture, industry bodies, other RDCs and 

government. Building on the strong foundations laid by RIRDC, we confidently set our focus 

on the future. 

 

Our funding 

AgriFutures Australia is primarily funded by an annual Australian Government 

appropriation. 
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The AgriFutures Emerging Industries Program 
The AgriFutures Emerging Industries Program helps grow up-and-coming rural industries 

for which there is a clear interest in their products, but whose pathway for growth is 

unchartered. We do this through research that explores opportunities for growth and 

through skills development for industry leaders. Our goal is to sustainably grow developing 

rural industries and help them reach new markets.  

The emerging industries, supported by AgriFutures, fall into one of three categories: 

• Emergent: these little-known industries are characterised by a small number of 

producers or industries in their trial phase. The potential or feasibility of the 

industry needs to be explored and mapped. 

• Scaling: these rural industries have successfully established themselves in 

markets, have addressed some industry issues and opportunities but face ‘step 

change’ and economies of scale. 

• Growth: these rural industries have overcome initial industry growth challenges and 

now need support to manage rapid growth and demand for their product. 
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Grant guidelines 
Purpose of the Grant 
The objective of the grant is to fund projects through the AgriFutures Emerging Industries 

Program that help resolve key industry issues that are inhibiting growth within Australia’s 

new and emerging agricultural industries. It is expected that by alleviating a key industry 

issue, supply and/or demand for the emerging industry’s product/s will increase, and 

subsequently help the growth of the industry’s annual gross value of production (GVP).  

Examples of projects may include, but are not limited to: 

• Trialling a new method of processing. 

• Developing and trialling a new value-added product. 

• Adapting and trialling equipment from other industries. 

• Facilitation of knowledge sharing activities. 

The intended outcome, of individual projects and the overall grant program, is to contribute 

to growth within Australia’s new and emerging agricultural industries. 

 

Project scope 
• The Emerging Industries Program will provide grants to Australian companies to 

solve key industry issues that are inhibiting growth within new and emerging 

agricultural industries. 

• Project costs will be funded under the grant by the AgriFutures Emerging Industries 

Program (applicable expenditure is described further in Use of funding): 

o The minimum grant amount is $20,000 (ex GST) 

o The maximum grant amount is $50,000 (ex GST) 

 

Grant amount and period 
• The total grant funding available in the 2021 round: $300,000 (ex GST). 

o Individual grant amounts $20,000 - $50,000 (ex GST). 

o 50% of grant funding will be paid at the beginning of the project and the 

remaining grant funding (50%) will be paid at the conclusion of the project. 

• Maximum project period: 18 months. 

 

  



AgriFutures Emerging Industries Program Grant Guidelines – 2021 6 

Eligibility criteria 
We will only accept one application per Australian Business Number (ABN). If an ABN 

submits multiple applications, only the first application submitted will be reviewed for 

eligibility. 

We cannot consider your application if you do not satisfy all eligibility criteria. 

To be eligible you must: 

1. Have an ABN 

2. Be an entity incorporated in Australia 

3. Be an enterprise with up to 20 employees, however, project proposals may 

include partner organisations of greater than 20 employees. 

4. Have not received or are currently seeking funds from another funding body for 

the same activities. 

 

We can only accept applications: 

1. Where the requested grant amount is between $20,000 - $50,000 (ex GST) 

2. Where the project duration is a maximum of 18 months 

3. Where the project is to assist an emerging industry, as defined by: 

a. An Australian plant, animal, or aquatic production industry. 

b. Does not pay a statutory research or marketing levy. 

4. Where your application defines the problem facing your emerging industry and 

how your project works towards solving this issue. 

5. Where your application defines benefit to your company/organisation and to the 

broader emerging industry. 

6. Where your application defines how success of the project and the impact on 

industry will be measured. 

7. Where the proposed project has not been attempted or carried out in your 

industry currently and/or previously. 

We cannot waive the eligibility criteria under any circumstances and submitted 

applications are not to be modified after submission. 

 

Assessment criteria 
• Benefit to industry – 30% 

• Project plan – 30% 

• Value for money – 20% 

• Capability of project team – 20% 

External contributions are favourable when assessing value for money. 

We will only consider funding applications that score at least 65% overall and at least 50% 

against all individual assessment criterion. 
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Selection process 
1. We will first review your application against the eligibility criteria. If eligible, we will 

then assess it against the assessment criteria. Only eligible applications will 

proceed to the assessment stage. 

2. We will consider your application on its merits, based on: 

a. How well it meets the assessment criteria 

b. How it compares to other applications 

3. A selection committee will assess your application, if eligible, against the 

assessment criteria and compare it to other eligible applications before providing a 

recommendation to AgriFutures Australia management for review and approval. 

4. We will advise you of the outcome of your application in writing. 

The decision by AgriFutures Australia shall be final with no right of review until the 

following round of funding (if applicable). 

 

Use of funding 
Funding may be used to cover the costs of undertaking the project and may include but are 

not limited to: 

• Equipment or technology hire/purchase 

• External facilities access 

• Professional expertise/consultant costs 

• Travel and accommodation 

• Administrative costs (up to 10% of the total grant amount) 

Funding cannot be used for: 

• Marketing or advocacy activities 

• Business-as-usual activities 

• Costs incurred before the execution of the agreement 

• Costs to be incurred after the project close date. 

If your application is successful, we will ask you to confirm your project costs. These 

project costs will be outlined in the Funding Agreement. You may only use funds against 

the defined project costs. 

AgriFutures Australia may choose to conduct a financial audit at any point throughout the 

project period.  

AgriFutures Australia may require any unspent funds to be returned to AgriFutures 

Australia at the end of the project. 

 

  



AgriFutures Emerging Industries Program Grant Guidelines – 2021 8 

How to apply 
Applications are to be submitted through SmartyGrants.  

All documentation must be submitted at the time of application, no additional 

documentation and/or changes to the application can be made after submission. 

No late applications will be accepted. 

Prior to submission, please ensure that you have completed all fields and attached the 

following: 

• Completed detailed budget 

• Signed pledge forms for any contributions from the applicant organisation or other 

parties outlined in the budget. 

No other attachments are to be submitted. Additional attachments will not be assessed. 

 

Timeline 
 Activity Date 
1 Grant opens 26 October 2021 

2 Information session 11:30 am - 12:30 pm AEDT 
10 November 2021 

3 Closing time for respondent’s response 12:00 pm AEDT 
23 November 2021 

4 Applicants notified of outcome 20 December 2021 
5 Contract execution January - February 2022 

6 Project completion Latest July 2023 

 

Successful grant applications 
• You must enter into a legally binding Funding Agreement with AgriFutures 

Australia. The Funding Agreement has general terms and conditions that cannot be 

changed. A sample Funding Agreement will be made available on the AgriFutures 

Emerging Industries Program Grant 2021 advertisement web page. 

• We must execute a Funding Agreement with you before we can make any 

payments. 

Execution means both you and AgriFutures Australia have signed the Agreement. 

• Within one month of the completion of project activities, you must provide a written 

report to AgriFutures Australia (a template will be provided by AgriFutures 

Australia). This report will include: 

➢ activities undertaken; 

➢ outcomes achieved; 

➢ benefit to industry. 

• Additional reports on the outcomes of the project may be requested up to 24 

months after final grant payment. If a significant outcome occurs because of the 

funded project, the applicant agrees to AgriFutures Australia publicising the 

outcome and cooperating in any joint media opportunity that AgriFutures Australia 

may require. 

 

https://agrifutures.smartygrants.com.au/EmergingIndustriesGrants2021
https://agrifutures.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Grant_budget-template.xlsx
https://agrifutures.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pledge-Form_grant-2021.docx
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How we make payment 
• 50% of grant funding will be paid at the beginning of the project and the remaining 

grant funding (50%) will be paid at the conclusion of the project. This will be 

detailed in the Funding Agreement. 

• Payments will be made upon the receipt of a valid tax invoice, with GST accurately 

identified, into the AgriFutures Australia project management system, K2. Any 

additional tasks associated with the payment will also need to be completed and 

successfully reported on prior to payment being made. 

 

Grant evaluation and reporting 
• You will be required to evaluate how well your project has met the outcomes and 

objectives outlined in the Funding Agreement, including the impact on industry. 

• You may be required to be involved in post-project communications developed by 

AgriFutures Australia. Examples may include: 

➢ Attend a learning/knowledge sharing event across grantees 

➢ Participate in an evaluative exercise examining performance/results across 

all grants aimed at improving design and fit with industry needs for future 

grant rounds. 

 

Personal information 
• Personal information provided to AgriFutures Australia will be used for the primary 

purpose for which it is collected. Personal Information will be managed in 

accordance with the Personal Information Protection Act 2004 and AgriFutures 

Australia Privacy Policy. 

 

Publicity of grant assistance 
• AgriFutures Australia disburses public funds and is therefore accountable for the 

distribution of those funds. As part of the accountability process, AgriFutures 

Australia may publicise the level of financial assistance, the name of the recipient 

or organisation, the purpose of the financial assistance, and any other details 

considered by AgriFutures Australia to be appropriate to the grant. 

 

 

 


