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Our vision
is to grow  
the long-term 
prosperity of 
Australian  
rural industries 

Profile

AgriFutures Australia is guided by an ambition 
to be known as an organisation that places 
our people, our rural industries and regional 
communities at the heart of everything we do.

1 2

3 4

Purpose of  
this document

This AgriFutures Australia Annual 
Operational Plan presents the 
organisations planned research and 
development (R&D) investments and 
corporate expenditure in 2017-18.

Responsible  
Ministers

The Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Agriculture and Water Resources
Senator the Hon. Anne Ruston
Assistant Minister for Agriculture and 
Water Resources

Enabling  
legislation

AgriFutures Australia’s enabling 
legislation is the Primary Industries 
Research and Development Act 1989 
(Commonwealth Government of 
Australia) (the PIRD Act).

Outcome

Increased knowledge that fosters 
sustainable, productive and profitable 
new and existing rural industries and 
furthers understanding of national 
rural issues through research and 
development in government-industry 
partnership.
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Message from the Managing Director

This 2017-18 Annual Operational Plan sets out the  
AgriFutures Australia’s research and investment plan for  
the first year of our Strategic R&D Plan 2017-2022. 

The AgriFutures Australia Strategic R&D Plan 2017-2022 
is centred around four distinct arenas and goals. It also 
represents the Corporation’s broad commitments in 
delivering on the priorities of the Australian Government,  
its stakeholders and ultimate goal to create thriving  
rural industries and vibrant regional communities. 

This 2017-18 Annual Operational Plan profiles each  
arena including the desired outcome, strategic priorities  
and programs for delivery. 

only tackle the challenges and opportunities that rural 
industries face today, but to identify and unearth the 
challenges and opportunities of tomorrow. AgriFutures 
Australia will do this by listening and collaborating with the 
emerging leaders in agriculture, industries bodies, other 
RDCs and government.

• we will focus on initiatives that attract capable people 
 into careers in agriculture, build the capability of  
 future rural leaders, and support change makers  
 and thought leaders
• we will investigate important issues for the future  
 sustainability of rural Australia
• we will continue to support research for established  
 rural industries without their own Research &  
 Development Corporation; and 
• we will invest in research to deliver practical outcomes  
 for new and emerging industries in agriculture,  
 fisheries and forestry.

AgriFutures Australia plays a unique role in Australian 
agriculture by investing in Research and Development (R&D) to 
maintain and create profitable and sustainable rural industries. 
AgriFutures Australia knows that the key to developing real and 
lasting solutions for rural industries is to take a shared approach 
to shared challenges. That’s why AgriFutures Australia works 
in collaboration with a range of stakeholders to develop and 
implement its initiatives. 

AgriFutures Australia supports rural industries that do not 
have their own Research and Development Corporation (RDC) 
and invests in research and development to accelerate the 
establishment of new and emerging rural industries. AgriFutures 
Australia’s cross-sectoral mandate supports it to focus on 
national opportunities and challenges that affect multiple 
rural industries, not just the industries it traditionally serves. 
AgriFutures Australia’s future orientation enables it to not 

These four arenas will guide all research and investment 
efforts now and well into the future and hold us accountable 
to the challenge we have set to build sustainable and 
profitable rural industries and communities.

We will spend 2017-18 and beyond experimenting, risk 
taking, collaborating, learning and delivering practical 
actions with a future orientation. 

Mr John Harvey
Managing Director
AgriFutures Australia

Mr John Harvey

As we stand on the  
threshold of a new era in 
Australian agriculture,  
now is the time the nation 
must invest in our rural 
industries.
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AgriFutures Australia

A balanced  
research portfolio 

AgriFutures Australia’s investment in RD&E is driven  
by the needs of its stakeholders. To deliver against  
the strategic priorities, AgriFutures Australia is guided  
by two overarching factors:

• Strong stakeholder engagement.
• Applying a life-cycle approach  
 to target investment.

The life-cycle approach provides clarity around the 
appropriate levels of intervention and investment in 
industries as they progress from new to emerging 
and established. The life-cycle approach ensures the 
RD&E investment is fit for purpose and targeted to the 
industry’s developmental stage.

AgriFutures Australia allocates its expenditure using a 
range of measures that ensure a balanced, financially 
responsible approach to its investment of both industry 
and core funds.  

AgriFutures Australia’s investments integrate the triple 
bottom line objectives of economic, environmental and 
social responsibility. The majority of investment will be 
aligned with short-to-medium-term adaptive research 
outcomes and investment returns with the remainder 
contributing to long-term strategic research objectives. 

AgriFutures Australia’s project management system 
enables the portfolio of investments to be viewed  
through various perspectives including: 

• Government research priorities. 
• Program objectives. 
• Project length. 
• Levels of risk, return and leverage. 

AgriFutures Australia’s investment portfolio
AgriFutures Australia’s programs by arena   
(R&D programs as at 1 July 2017)

 
 

People and leadership

Rural industries are 
equipped with skilled 
people and the 
leadership to grow 
and prosper.

− Rural Women’s Award
− Horizon Scholarship
− Emerging leaders
− Investing in people

National challenges and 
opportunities

Challenges and 
opportunities that 
are common across 
rural sectors are 
identified and 
addressed.

− National rural issues
− Emerging technologies
− ExtensionAUS
− Nationally coordinated initiatives:

•  The Climate Change Research Strategy  
    for Primary Industries
•  Primary Industries Health and Safety  
    Partnership
•  Improved seasonal forecasting
•  Biocontrol of weeds
•  Securing pollination
•  QFever
•  Australian biomass and bioenergy  
    assessment 

Growing profitability

Industry participants 
are confident that 
their levy investment 
is delivering value. 

− Rice
− Chicken meat
− Export fodder
− Honey bee and pollination 
− Thoroughbred horses
−  Smaller levied industries 

•  Ginger 
•  Tea tree oil 
•  Pasture seeds 
•  Goat fibre 
•  Buffalo 
•  Kangaroo 
•  Deer 
•  Ratite

Emerging industries

High-potential 
emerging rural 
industries 
established.

− New and emerging rural industries
Some examples are:

•  Kakadu plum
•  Camel milk
•  Qunioa

1

2

3

4

OutcomeArenas Programs



2017-18Annual Operational Plan 10 11

AgriFutures Australia

Goal

To support the people driving the future prosperity  
of Australian rural industries and regional  
communities by providing them with learning 
opportunities and experiences.

To build prosperous and sustainable rural industries,  
we need rural leaders with the skills and knowledge  
to make informed decisions about the future of their 
enterprises and industries.

We believe that human capacity to drive improvements 
in competitiveness through the adoption of R&D outcomes 
and innovation is just as important as the research itself.

While new technologies, systems, processes and business 
models are important, people are the critical element in 
ensuring the growth of Australian rural industries.

As such, AgriFutures Australia is committed to supporting 
rural people through the continued investment in 
leadership, capacity and skills development programs,  
like the Rural Women’s Award and the Horizon Scholarship.

Outcome

Rural industries are equipped 
with skilled people and the 
leadership to grow and prosper.

Each arena of the plan includes details of a desired 
outcome, programs for delivery and strategic priorities. 

Priorities

Attracting capable people into careers in agriculture
– Currently the supply of people into agricultural  
careers is not keeping up with the demand created  
by an ageing workforce.  In fact, most categories of 
agricultural occupations are undersupplied and action  
is required now to ensure the future of the sector.

Additionally, with the explosion of new technologies 
emerging from digital disruption, agriculture also  
needs more highly skilled people with a diverse range  
of academic, technical and practical backgrounds.

Introducing agricultural careers pathways in schools  
is critical and agricultural careers need to be promoted  
as a successful and respectable career path, not just  
for students from a family farming background.

In short, agriculture needs an image makeover. It is time 
for the branding of the industry to reflect and promote the 
innovative, diverse, forward-thinking and positive lifestyle 
farming offers.

AgriFutures Australia will collaborate with the other RDCs,  
government departments, the private sector and  
not-for-profit organisations to highlight to young people  
the opportunities a career in agriculture has to offer. 

Building the capability of future rural leaders
– Skilled leadership is one of the most crucial elements  
in the health and prosperity of any rural industry. But it is 
not always easy to have the right people assume leadership 
roles at the right time, nor those with leadership potential  
to step forward.

Future leaders and decision makers from across  
industry sectors need to be supported so they can share 
ideas, be motivated, engage in learning, capacity building, 
knowledge sharing and community building.

AgriFutures Australia has an ongoing commitment to 
developing the leadership and human capacity of rural 
industries and their communities, through programs such 
as the Rural Women’s Award, Horizon Scholarship, the 
ExtensionAUS platform and supporting emerging rural 
leaders. 

Investment budget for 2017-18 
$827,000

10

KPIs  
 
− Annual intakes of students into agriculture and agricultural  
 science courses at Australian universities. 

− Percentage of participants who feel their confidence as  
 a leader has increased significantly or very significantly  
 as a result of participation in a AgriFutures Australia  
 sponsored activity.

Investment highlights  
 
− Delivering the 2017 Horizon Scholarship Program, including  
 a 4-day Workshop with key speakers and tours focused on  
 “Transformation and Change” in the agricultural industry.

− Delivering the of 2017 Rural Women’s Award program  
 including the successful launch of 2018 applications. 

Four distinct arenas define our Strategic R&D Plan and 
represent the organisations broad commitments in 
delivering on the priorities of the Australian Government,  
its stakeholders and its ultimate goal to create thriving 
rural industries and vibrant regional communities. 

Our arenas

 
People and leadership1
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AgriFutures Australia

Goal

To identify and nurture research and innovation 
opportunities that are synergistic across rural 
sectors.

Australian rural industries are faced with challenges 
and opportunities that are both industry-specific 
and common across rural sectors. Beyond the 
commodity level, our rural industries require 
leadership to identify and respond to national rural 
issues and enhance shared benefits.

Unlike other RDCs that represent one or a few  
similar industries, AgriFutures Australia manages 
R&D for a diverse portfolio of plant and animal 
industries. As such it is uniquely placed to assist 
Australian rural industries to prioritise and drive 
cross-sectoral RD&E.

Over the coming five years AgriFutures Australia will 
broker partnerships, facilitate priority setting and 
provide advice to strengthen the national agricultural 
research and innovation effort.

It will also complement individual industry RD&E 
by investing in research of cross-sectoral value, 
in areas such as climate change, natural resource 
management, and safety and welfare.

Outcome

Challenges and opportunities 
that are common across  
rural sectors are identified  
and addressed.

Priorities

Informing debate on issues of importance 
to rural industries
– At any time, there are a number of complex 
opportunities and challenges confronting the rural 
sector that require careful research and analysis 
before informed, meaningful policy can be developed 
and debated by industry and government.

This priority is about delivering research and analysis 
relevant to broad contemporary issues that are not 
sector specific. 

These issues are expected to change significantly 
over time in response to changes in industry and 
government circumstances.

Adapting new technologies for use across rural 
industries
– Emerging technologies are changing the way 
agricultural products are made, marketed and 
transported. Advances in genetics, sensory systems, 
the Internet of Things, device connectivity and remote 
sensing, automation, and food traceability will all 
disrupt the supply chain. Likewise, new synthetic  
food and fibre products will disrupt demand. 

This priority is about collaborating across rural 
sectors, with other RDCs, our research partners, 
government and the private sector to realise the 
benefits these new technologies present.

Working collaboratively on issues common across 
rural sectors
– Many issues impact more than one rural industry.  
For example, succession planning, climate forecasting 
and managing the impact of climate; pollination services; 
extension and adoption; biosecurity; and animal 
welfare are all issues that impact more than one sector. 
Collaboration and information sharing is essential. 

AgriFutures Australia will broker partnerships, facilitate 
priority setting and provide advice to strengthen the 
national agricultural research and innovation effort.
Investment highlights:

Investment budget for 2017-18 
$7,108,845

12

KPIs  
 
− Impact of AgriFutures Australia sponsored studies on  
 debates of national significance to rural industries.

− New technologies adapted for use in Australian  
 rural industries. 

− Evidence of collaboration between RDCs in cross sector  
 investment initiatives.

Investment highlight  
 
− Detecting opportunities and challenges for Australian  
 agricultural and rural industries which will identify issues  
 or themes that are likely to positively or negatively impact  
 rural industries over the next 15-20 years.

Our arenas

 
National challenges and opportunities 2
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AgriFutures Australia

Goal

To enhance the profitability and sustainability  
of our levied rural industries.

Regional communities and the broader Australian 
economy depend on profitable farms and industry. 
We know that there is a clear link between economic 
prosperity and our capacity for innovation and uptake 
of new technology. Rural industries that are well 
placed to adopt new ideas and use technology to 
create productivity benefits establish their competitive 
advantage and are structured for sustainable growth.

That’s why AgriFutures Australia invests in research, 
innovation and learning initiatives that enhance the 
profitability and sustainability of the agriculture, 
fisheries and forestry sectors.

AgriFutures Australia supports rural industries with an 
R&D levy and do not have an industry specific Research 
and Development Corporation.

Industries like the Australian rice industry which has 
the capacity to produce up to 1 million tonnes of rice per 
annum and feed 20 million people per day. Over the past 
20 years the rice industry has drastically improved their 
water use efficiency, using 50 per cent less water than 
the global average per kilogram of rice produced.

AgriFutures Australia also supports the chicken meat 
industry. 90 per cent of Australians eat chicken meat at 
least once a week and a third of us are eating it three or 
more times a week.  Total consumer expenditure related 
to chicken meat in its various forms is estimated to be 
$5.6 billion.

The Australian honey bee industry produces between 
20,000 and 30,000 tonnes of honey from over half  
a million hives. Over 100,000 hives are used annually  
for essential pollination services to the horticulture  
and grains industries.

AgriFutures Australia also supports farmers producing 
export fodder, pasture seeds, ginger, kangaroos, buffalo, 
goat fibre and dear. 

Over the next five years, AgriFutures Australia will 
empower our evy-paying industry participants to shape 
RD&E priorities, encourage industry uptake of innovation, 
and support our rural industries to adapt to changing 
environments – at operational, market and regulatory levels.

Outcome

Industry participants are 
confident that their levy 
investment is delivering value.

Investment budget for 2017-18 
$12,623,726

Priorities

Engaging industry participants in determining 
RD&E priorities
– Our research is targeted at rapidly unearthing commercial 
solutions and significantly increasing the profitability of 
rural industries for rural people. To achieve this, we actively 
scan the horizon for emerging technologies and innovations 
and connect with our stakeholders to identify priorities  
and optimise the R&D portfolio for their industries.  

Investing in innovation that assists levied industries  
to be more profitable
– Each industry has an agreed R&D Plan. Based on this  
Plan we identify R&D investment opportunities. Industry 
panels advise AgriFutures Australia on the allocation of 
levied funds to individual projects.

Program requires ongoing management. In partnership  
with each industry panel, we intervene when projects  
are not delivering the outcomes anticipated and when 
priorities change.

The industry panels consist of industry stakeholders, 
scientific experts and AgriFutures Australia staff.

Delivering outcomes to maximise industry 
uptake and adoption
– AgriFutures Australia’s investment is focussed on 
delivering practical actions that individual farmers can 
implement on their farms to improve the long-term 
profitability of their businesses.  Our success depends on 
farmers innovating. Until a farmer does something different 
on their farm and sees a benefit, their return on investment 
is zero.

Commercial uptake of research findings is critical.  
Research findings are communicated to farmers through 
events like field days and workshops and through 
communication channels including e-newsletters,  
emails, social media and hardcopy publications.

KPIs  
 
− Percentage of growers comfortable or very  
 comfortable paying the R&D levy.

− Degree to which the objectives of the industry- 
 based R&D plans are being achieved.

− Stakeholders rate the value of AgriFutures  
 Australia’s information  products and services  
 as high or very high.

Investment highlights  
 
− Developing a prototype trap that will attract Small  
 Hive Beetle that can be used external to a bee hive. 

− Developing a ‘pollen fingerprint’ to verify the  
 origin of Australian honeys. 

− Breeding new commercial rice varieties  
 with adaptive traits such as cold tolerance,  
 disease resistance and water use efficiency.

− Developing remote sensing for improved  
 management of nitrogen fertiliser application  
 in rice crops through drone, sensing & satellite  
 technology.

− Developing microwave technology for  
 selective weed control in rice crops.

− Developing antimicrobial stewardship for the  
 chicken meat industry that looks at global  
 management in the use of antimicrobials  
 and their resistance.

Our arenas

 
Growing profitability3
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AgriFutures Australia

Goal

To support new and emerging rural industries.

With global environmental and market trends 
impacting food consumption, Australian rural 
industries have an opportunity to identify new  
food types and to connect with and drive new  
and expanding markets.

As such, AgriFutures Australia is dedicated to 
identifying and supporting the development of new 
rural industries that can meet changing demand and 
make an economic contribution to Australia. 

Over the next five years, AgriFutures Australia will 
focus on identifying new industries with high potential. 
This will result in a strong alignment of research 
activities that address AgriFutures Australia’s 
legislative requirements and the government’s 
research priorities. 

AgriFutures Australia will build partnerships with key 
stakeholders, including partners in the private sector, 
to support the development of these high-potential 
emerging rural industries.

Priorities

Supporting the early stage establishment  
of high potential rural industries
– AgriFutures Australia will target high potential 
emerging rural industries by supporting rigorous 
feasibility assessments and identifying critical 
impediments that can be addressed through R&D.

AgriFutures Australia is 
dedicated to identifying 
and supporting the 
development of new rural 
industries that  
can meet changing 
demand and make an 
economic contribution  
to Australia.

Investment budget for 2017-18 
$2,979,000

Outcome

Commercially viable and 
sustainable emerging rural 
industries established. 

 
KPIs  
 
− Number of new rural industries reaching or  
 exceeding $10m per annum threshold.

Investment highlights 
 
− Developing innovative production practices will be  
 developed to increase the capacity of various tropical  
 primary industries to withstand cyclonic winds.

− Developing control practices for pests and diseases  
 of Perigord Black Truffle.

− Developing new varieties of Leptospermum for high  
 grade Manuka Honey production will be developed.

− Developing diets to increase roe productivity  
 for sea urchins.

Our arenas

 
Emerging industries4

2017-18 17
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AgriFutures Australia

2016-17
Estimated

actual
$’000

2017-18
Budget

$’000

2018-19
Forward

estimate
$’000

2019-20
Forward

estimate
$’000

2020-21
Forward

estimate
$’000

Expenses

Employee benefits 4,601 2,570 2,570 2,570 2,570

Supplier expenses 11,794 4,102 3,906 3,850 4,195

Grants 12,426 23,412 19,782 19,799 15,785

Depreciation  
and amortisation

160 160 160 160 160

Total expenses 28,981 30,244 26,418 26,379 22,710

Less: Own-source income

Own-source revenue

Industry contributions 1,623 4,010 3,657 4,124 1,320

Interest 600 600 600 600 600

Royalties 250 387 387 387 387

Provision of Goods Revenue 43 43 43 43 43

Other 1,188 409 407 346 285

Total own-source revenue 3,704 5,449 5,094 5,500 2,635

Total own-source income 3,704 5,449 5,094 5,500 2,635

Net cost of (contribution by) 
services

25,277 24,795 21,324 20,879 20,075

Revenue from Government(a)  

Commonwealth contribution
17,627 21,775 21,324 20,879 20,075

Total revenue from 
Government

17,627 21,775 21,324 20,879 20,075

Surplus/(deficit) attributable 
to the Australian Government

(7,650) (3,020)

Total comprehensive income/
(loss) attributable to the 
Australian Government

(7,650) (3,020)

Appendix
Budget income and expenses for 2017-18

Budget income  
and expenses  
for 2017-18

(a) Revenue from Government includes a Commonwealth contribution under the PIRD Act and levies collected from industry by the  
Department of Agriculture and Water resources for R&D activities.

A

Science and  
Research Priorities

Arena 1  
($'000)

Arena 2  
($’000)

Arena 3  
($’000)

Arena 4  
($’000)

Total  
($'000) 

Total  
(%)

1. Food      
1.1 Knowledge of global and domestic demand, 
supply chains and the identification of country 
specific preferences for food Australia can produce.

0 70 0 0 70 0.30% 

1.2 Enhanced food production. 0 5,564 1,2391 1,479 19,434 82.56%

2. Soil and water 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

3. Transport 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

4. Cybersecurity 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

5. Energy      

5.3 Australian electricity grids that can readily 
integrate and more efficiently transmit energy from 
all sources including low-and zero-carbon sources.

0 399 0 0 399 1.70%

6. Resources 0 0 0 0 0 0.00% 

7. Advanced manufacturing      

7.1 Knowledge of Australia’s comparative 
advantages, constraints and capacity to meet 
current and emerging global and domestic demand.

0 0 232 0 232 0.99% 

8. Environmental change      

8.3 Options for responding and adapting to  
the impacts of environmental change on biological 
systems, urban and rural communities and industry.

827 875 0 1,500 3,202 13.60%

9. Health

9.1 Better models of health care and services 
that improve outcomes, reduce disparities for 
disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, increase 
efficiency and provide greater value for a given 
expenditure.

0 201 0 0 201 0.85% 

Total 827 7,109 12,623 2,979 23,538 100.00%

Research and Development expenditure estimates 2017-18 across the 
Strategic Science and Research Priorities

AppendixB
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AgriFutures Australia

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2014 - 
A. Markey (AECL - CSU)

PRJ-009622 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
A. Munro (RIRDC - CSU)

PRJ-010041 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
C. Daffey (MLA - James Cook 
University)

PRJ-010042 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
J. Whitten (AECL - UNE)

PRJ-010044 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
N. Grant (GRDC - CSU)

PRJ-010050 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
M. Champness (GRDC - CSU)

PRJ-010051 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
E. Seymour (GRDC - UQ)

PRJ-010052 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
S. Nevison (CRDC - Uni  
of Sydney)

PRJ-010056 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
J. McIntosh (RIRDC CSU)

PRJ-010062 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2015 - 
L. Vella (HIA Uni of Sydney)

PRJ-010105 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
J. Dixon (GRDC - Adelaide)

PRJ-010476 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
Peta Stockwell (GRDC - UQ)

PRJ-010477 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
J. Moore  
(GRDC - USyd)

PRJ-010479 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
P. Coles (GRDC - CSU)

PRJ-010481 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
J. Capps (GRDC - UNE)

PRJ-010482 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - I. 
Jones (GRDC - UWS)

PRJ-010483 8.3 4

Appendix
Project investments for 2017-18 against priorities

D

Rural Research and  
Development Priorities

Arena 1  
($'000)

Arena 2  
($'000)

Arena 3  
($'000)

Arena 4  
($'000)

Total  
($'000) 

Total  
(%)

1. Advanced Technology 487 3,487 4,235 45 8,254 35.07%

2. Biosecurity 0 2,170 541 58 2,769 11.76%

3. Soil, water and managing natural resources 0 0 207 0 207 0.88%

4. Adoption of R&D 340 1,452 7,640 2,876 12,308 52.29%

Total 827 7,109 12,623 2,979 23,538 100.00%

Research and Development expenditure estimates 2017-18  
across the Rural Research and Development Priorities 

AppendixC
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AgriFutures Australia

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 
- K. Bain (AWI - Marcus 
Oldham)

PRJ-010484 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
W. Camp (MLA - CSU)

PRJ-010485 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
X. Burton (RIRDC - UMelb)

PRJ-010486 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Horizons 
Scholarship

Horizon Scholarship 2016 - 
S. Knight (CRDC - UNE)

PRJ-010487 8.3 4

People and 
leadership

Emerging 
leaders

Heywire - The ABC Gives 
Regional Youth a Voice 2017-
2019

PRJ-010467 8.3 1

People and 
leadership

PhD 
scholarship

PhD scholarship Top Up - K. 
Hunter

PRJ-010695 8.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

SA component of Australian 
Biomass for Bioenergy 
Assessment

PRJ-010372 1.1 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

NSW component of 
Australian Biomass for 
Bioenergy Assessment

PRJ-010364 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

VIC component of Australian 
Biomass for Bioenergy 
Assessment

PRJ-010373 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

WA component of Australian 
Biomass for Bioenergy 
Assessment

PRJ-010374 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

QLD component of 
Australian Biomass for 
Bioenergy Assessment

PRJ-010375 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

USC component of 
Australian Biomass for 
Bioenergy Assessment

PRJ-010376 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

QUT component of 
Australian Biomass for 
Bioenergy Assessment

PRJ-010377 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

Julie Bird Project 
Management Australian 
Biomass for Bioenergy 
Assessment

PRJ-010380 5.3 1

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Australian 
biomass for 
bioenergy 
assessment

TAS component of Australian 
Biomass for Bioenergy 
Assessment

PRJ-010475 5.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

National rural 
issues

Project Manager - Access 
to Industry Priority Uses of 
Agvet Chemicals

PRJ-010723 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

National rural 
issues

Management of the Biomass 
Producer Website and 
Bioenergy Communications

PRJ-010471 1.1 1

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

National rural 
issues

Managing Climate Variability 
Program Phase 5 Funding 
Support

PRJ-010726 1.2 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Improved Use of Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Farmer Profitability - 
Monash

PRJ-010345 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Improved Use of Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Framer Profitability -  
NSW DPI

PRJ-010346 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Improved Use of Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Farmer Profitability - USQ

PRJ-010347 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Improved Use of Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Farmer Profitability - Birchip

PRJ-010348 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Improved Use of Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Farmer Profitability - DAFWA

PRJ-010349 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Improved Use of Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Farmer Profitability - SARDI

PRJ-010351 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

Improved 
seasonal 
forecasting

Using Improved Seasonal 
Forecasting to Increase 
Farmer Profitability -VIC 
DEDJTR

PRJ-010352 8.3 4

National 
challenges  
& opportunities

National rural 
issues

Detecting opportunities and 
challenges for Australian 
agricultural and rural ind

PRJ-010512 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

National rural 
issues

Management of the AgChem 
Access Priorities Forum

PRJ-010722 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

QFever Taking the Q (query) 
out of Q Fever 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-008)

PRJ-010545 1.3 2
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ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Securing 
pollination

UOA - Secure Pollination for 
more productive agriculture 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-035)

PRJ-010558 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Securing 
pollination

US - Secure Pollination for 
more productive agriculture 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-035)

PRJ-010559 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Securing 
pollination

UNE - Secure Pollination for 
more productive agriculture 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-035)

PRJ-010560 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Securing 
pollination

ANU - Secure Pollination for 
more productive agriculture 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-035)

PRJ-010561 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Securing 
pollination

Project Manager - Secure 
Pollination for More 
Productive Agriculture: 
Guidelines

PRJ-010689 1.3 1

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Biocontrol  
of weeds

CSIRO - Weed Biocontrol 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-005)

PRJ-010527 1.3 2

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Biocontrol  
of weeds

NSW DPI - Weed Biocontrol 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-005)

PRJ-010528 1.3 2

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Biocontrol of 
weeds

QDAF - Weed Biocontrol 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-005)

PRJ-010529 1.3 2

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Biocontrol of 
weeds

VDEDJTR - Weed Biocontrol 
(RnD4Profit-15-02-005)

PRJ-010531 1.3 2

National 
challenges  
and opportunities

Biocontrol of 
weeds

Project Manager - Biocontrol 
Solutions for Sustainable 
Management of  Weed 
Impact

PRJ-010688 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Feed Grains R&D 
Partnership  
(starting in 2010/11)

PRJ-005882 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Robert A Swick, UNE Poultry 
Research Hub

PRJ-007382 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Co-funding for Executive 
Function Strategy 
Committee for  
NAW RDE Strategy

PRJ-008476 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Surveillance and 
pathotyping of Australian 
IBDV

PRJ-008715 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Dietary manipulation of 
nutrient-specific appetite in 
broiler chickens

PRJ-008722 1.3 1

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Post-hatch management for 
improved broiler locomotion

PRJ-009075 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Improved broiler phosphorus 
utilization and transporter 
gene expression

PRJ-009784 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Rapid detection 
& quantitation of 
Campylobacter jejuni/coli in 
processing

PRJ-009841 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Addressing odour abatement 
and assessment knowledge 
gaps using PTR-TOFMS

PRJ-009910 1.3 3

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Reducing stable fly 
emergence in soils amended 
with litter

PRJ-009946 1.3 3

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Contribution to National 
Welfare RD&E Capacity 
Building

PRJ-009970 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Contribution to Waste to 
revenue: Novel fertilisers 
and feeds

PRJ-010145 1.3 3

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Vaccination practices and 
factors that contribute to ILT 
outbreaks in VIC/NSW

PRJ-010151 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Resilient plants for free 
range chicken meat farms

PRJ-010184 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Moving from concept to 
control; use of phages for 
Campylobacter reduction

PRJ-010208 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Formulating broiler diets 
based on protein and starch 
digestive dynamics

PRJ-010216 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Critical amino acids to 
improve gut health of 
chickens fed reduced protein 
diets

PRJ-010220 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat A novel way to suppress 
growth of Campylobacter in 
chickens prior to processing

PRJ-010237 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Effects of an in-shed 
sprinkler cooling system 
multiple parameters

PRJ-010245 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Novel, quantifiable 
diagnostic for 
Campylobacter detection on 
poultry carcasses.

PRJ-010253 1.3 1
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ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat A detect-alert-deter system 
for enhanced AI biosecurity 
and risk assessment

PRJ-010264 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Clouds and Pasteurella 
multocida

PRJ-010276 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Development of a  
Myco-pesticide  
for control of lesser 
mealworm in broiler houses

PRJ-010321 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat PhD-To investigate the effect 
of supplemental amino acids 
of broiler performance

PRJ-010365 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Coordinating the 
development of Biosecurity 
DVDs for the Australian 
Chicken Meat

PRJ-010446 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Review of AME bioassay for 
ingredient matrix values of 
poultry feed

PRJ-010508 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat 2017 Pathogen survey PRJ-010591 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat PhD-Manipulating residual 
yolk sac uptake in broiler 
chickens

PRJ-010687 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Nuffield Australia Farming 
Scholarships  
- Jessica Pitkin

PRJ-010692 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Objective Welfare 
Benchmarking

PRJ-010699 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Litter, Aerosols and  
Food Safety Pathogens – 
Summarising a Decade of 
Research

PRJ-010552 7.1 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Developing visual litter 
management extension 
resources for meat chicken 
growers

PRJ-010603 7.1 1

Growing 
profitability

Chicken meat Summarised findings from 
Australian poultry odour 
research (2006-2017)

PRJ-010619 7.1 1

Growing 
profitability

Fodder crops Fodder Safe 2016-2019 PRJ-010570 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Ginger Improved tissue culture 
production of ginger clean 
planting material

PRJ-008308 1.3 2

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Growing 
profitability

Ginger Emergency Plant Pest 
Response Levy proposal 
submission for the ginger 
industry

PRJ-010589 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Active Australian 
Leptospermum honey: new 
sources and their bioactivity

PRJ-009186 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

External attractant trap for 
Small Hive Beetle

PRJ-009334 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Assessing the mating quality 
of Australian queen bees

PRJ-009757 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Verifying the origin of 
Australian honeys by 
analysis of their pollen 
content

PRJ-009770 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Honey Bee and Pollination 
Program communications  
2015-18

PRJ-009819 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Selection and Development 
of Australian Hygienic Honey 
Bee Lines,

PRJ-009904 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Reducing the impact 
of Nosema and viruses 
by improving honeybee 
nutrition

PRJ-009987 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Improving Biosecurity 
Resources and Better 
Understanding Bee Health in 
Australia

PRJ-010226 1.3 2

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Progressing implementation 
of genetic selection in 
Australian Honeybees

PRJ-010257 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Honey bee  
and 
pollination

Development of honeybee 
products from a biodiversity 
hotspot

PRJ-010313 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Evaluating different 
fertilisers in lucerne seed 
production

PRJ-006081 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Lucerne Australia 
Communication and 
Adoption Project

PRJ-008515 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Molecular markers for 
cultivar ID and seed 
certification in pasture 
legumes

PRJ-009750 1.3 1
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ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Potential exotic virus threats 
to Lucerne seed production 
in Australia

PRJ-009751 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Improved subterranean 
clover seed production from 
multiple disease resistance

PRJ-009839 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Capitalising on the discovery 
of Messina for the pasture 
seeds Industry

PRJ-009886 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Australian Pastures 
Genebank  
(14/15 - 18/19)

PRJ-009988 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Pasture seeds Lucerne Seed Wasp 
management

PRJ-010449 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Rice Cold tolerant traits and QTLs 
for improved efficiency of 
rice breeding program

PRJ-007580 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Australian Rural Leadership 
Program Scholarship for  
Course 20

PRJ-007786 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Rice Developing and testing tools 
for measuring and managing 
variability in rice

PRJ-009271 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Rice Extension Coordination PRJ-009296 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Molinate preliminary worker 
exposure study

PRJ-009745 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Moving forward with NIR and 
remote sensing

PRJ-009772 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Rice variety nitrogen & 
agronomic management

PRJ-009790 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Next Generation  
Healthy Rice

PRJ-009805 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice MaNage Rice PRJ-009920 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice WEED CONTROL IN 
AUSTRALIAN RICE

PRJ-009923 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Australian Rice  
Partnership 2

PRJ-009950 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Maximising on-farm 
irrigation profitability - 
southern connected systems

PRJ-010083 1.3 4

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Growing 
profitability

Rice Herbicide resistance in rice PRJ-010136 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Rice Pest and Disease 
Biosecurity II

PRJ-010188 1.3 4

Growing 
profitability

Rice Post Graduate 'top-up' 
Scholarship - C Rixon

PRJ-010705 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Rice Post Graduate 'top-up' 
Scholarship - M Van 
Leeuwen

PRJ-010712 1.3 1

Growing 
profitability

Tree tree oil Developing elite clones and 
seed for improvements in 
productivity and profit

PRJ-009617 7.1 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Studies on gastrointestinal 
nematodes of alpacas

PRJ-009985 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Parasitism and control 
strategies in domesticated 
buffalo populations

PRJ-010412 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Eliminate factors inhibiting 
redclaw farming from 
reaching its full potential

PRJ-009388 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Development of innovative 
tools for the detection and 
control of CAE virus

PRJ-009427 1.3 2

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Feasibility of a sustainable 
harvest of Agile wallabies 
in NT

PRJ-009989 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Cross Industry Biosecurity 
and Emergency Animal 
Disease Awareness

PRJ-010047 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

A national approach to 
improving the capacity of the 
goat milk industry

PRJ-010223 1.3 1

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Backoff! Invisible fences to 
protect working dogs at risk 
from poison baiting

PRJ-010243 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

An assessment of the 
population and farm gate 
value of Australian dairy 
goats

PRJ-010272 1.3 4
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ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Boosting the productivity of 
sea urchin aquaculture using 
a dietary intervention

PRJ-010284 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Solving key industry 
bottlenecks for sea urchin 
roe enhancement

PRJ-010410 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Commencing 
implementation of a genetic 
eval. system for livestock 
working dogs

PRJ-010413 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Possible chinks in the 
crocodile armour: defining 
skin microbiota

PRJ-010453 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Australian Camel Milk 
Industry Forum

PRJ-010730 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Improving the capacity 
of Primary Industries to 
withstand cyclonic winds

PRJ-007678 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

A method to screen new crop 
prospects

PRJ-007807 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

New Coffee Varieties for the 
Australian Subtropics

PRJ-009407 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Monitoring quality  
and bioactivity of  
kakadu plum in the Northern 
Territory

PRJ-009588 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Agronomic and extraction 
parameters for Centipeda 
(Part 2)

PRJ-009614 1.3 1

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Pests and diseases of 
truffles and their tree hosts 
in Australia

PRJ-009832 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Overcoming barriers 
to development of the 
Australian jujube industry

PRJ-009959 1.3 4

ARENA Program 
Name

Project Project  
Number

Science  
& Research 
Priorities

Rural Research 
& Development 
Priorities

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Australian Pastures 
Genebank (14/15 - 18/19) 
[See PRJ-09988]

PRJ-010006 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Quinoa as a new crop  
in Australia - stage 2

PRJ-010057 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Australian Native  
Foods Information  
and Extension Project

PRJ-010102 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Australian Native Foods 
Kakadu Plum Project

PRJ-010103 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Minor Chemical Consultant 
for small and non-levied 
industries

PRJ-010333 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Emerging Business Models 
for the Kakadu Plum 
Industry

PRJ-010343 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Development of a 
Biosecurity Plan for the 
Australian Coffee Industry

PRJ-010393 1.3 2

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Research and Development 
Extension for the Truffle 
Industry

PRJ-010399 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Research and Development 
Extension for the Coffee 
Industry

PRJ-010523 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Leptospermum Plant 
Breeding Program for 
Development of High Grade 
Manuka Honey

PRJ-010702 1.3 4

Emerging 
industries

New and 
emerging  
rural 
industries

Continuation of new industry 
minor use permits transition 
to industry ownership

PRJ-010725 1.3 4
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Consultation  
with stakeholders 

Communications channels  
between AgriFutures Australia and 
rural industries meet two essential 
functions - accountability and 
bringing industry influence to bear 
on the research agenda. At the peak 
industry level, the organisation is 
accountable to:
•  The National Farmers’ Federation
•  The Australian Chicken  

Meat Federation.

These two organisations are 
prescribed by section 7 of AgriFutures 
Australia’s enabling legislation.  
This requires AgriFutures Australia  
to report on its activities  
each financial period. This 
accountability runs parallel  
to AgriFutures Australia’s Annual 
Report to the Minister and the 
Parliament.

All of AgriFutures Australia’s research 
programs have advisory or reference 
panels with stakeholder membership.

 

Notification of 
significant events 
 
This plan has been written to  
align to terms of section 19  
of the Public Governance, 
Performance and Accountability  
Act 2013, which defines a particular 
class of proposal as ‘significant’  
and notifiable to Ministers. 

The organisation confirms, in the 
context of section 15, that there  
are no ‘significant’ proposals in  
this Plan that should be drawn  
to the attention of Ministers. 

E F G H I J

K Corporate directory

Chair
Mrs Kay Hull AM

02 6293 6900

Managing Director
Mr John Harvey

02 6923 6901

General Manager,  
Business and Finance
Mrs Louise Heaslip

02 6923 6903

General Manager,  
Research and Innovation
Dr Dave Alden

02 6923 6918

General Manager  
Communications and  
Capacity Building
Ms Belinda Allitt 

02 6923 6919

 
Service charter

Enabling legislation and the  
Board AgriFutures Australia’s enabling 
legislation is the Primary Industries 
Research and Development Act 1989  
(the PIRD Act 1989).

The AgriFutures Australia Board is 
accountable to the Parliament of 
Australia through the Minister for 
Agriculture. 

AgriFutures Australia 
Advisory Panels – Chairs
Rice
Mr Ian Mason 

Chicken meat 
Mr Gary Millar

Export fodder
Mr Peter

Primary Industries Health  
and Safety Partnership
Mr Patrick Murphy

Essential oils
Mr Richard Davis

Ginger
Mr Noel Stevens

Animal industries  
(New, Developing and Maturing)
Dr Paul Donnelly

New and emerging  
plant industries
Mr David McNeil

Pasture seeds
Mr Chris Martin

Honey bee and pollination
Dr Doug Somerville  

Tea tree oil
Mr Michael Flanagan 

Thoroughbred horses
Dr Nigel Perkins 

AgriFutures  
Australia Board 
 
The AgriFutures Australia Board is 
accountable to the Parliament of 
Australia through the Minister for 
Agriculture.  

The Board: 
• Sets strategic direction  
 and establishes policies  
 for the organisation.
• Oversights operational  
 and functional performance  
 against budget and other  
 key performance indicators  
 on behalf of stakeholders.
• Remuneration to Directors  
 estimated at $706,000  
 for 2017-18.

AgriFutures Australia Board 
Directors as of 30 June 2017 

Chairperson  
Mrs Kay Hull AM

Deputy Chair   
Mr Kevin Goss

Managing Director  
Mr John Harvey

Non-Executive Directors  
Dr Tony Hamilton 
Dr William Ryan 
Ms Heather Stacy AM 
Dr Keith Steele
Dr Len Stephens

 
Stakeholders

•  The Australian Government  
on behalf of rural industries  
and taxpayers

•  Industry funders
•  Levy payers
•  The Australian community
•  Primary clients
•  For AgriFutures Australia related 

industries, all participants in the 
production and marketing chain  
(producers, processors, 
distributors and consumers)

•  On AgriFutures Australia’s 
strategic cross-sectoral program,  
the National Farmers’ Federation 
on behalf of all rural industries

Reporting  
to stakeholders

There are four key accountability 
documents for stakeholders:
1. A five-year Strategic R&D  
 Plan that sets out strategies,  
 directions and performance  
 indicators for the Corporation.
2. A five-year R&D plan for each  
 industry program within new  
 and emerging industries,  
 established rural industries  
 and national rural issues.
3. An Annual Operational Plan  
 that sets out yearly objectives  
 to give effect to the five-year  
 Strategic R&D Plan, the five- 
 year R&D industry plans,  
 the annual budget and annual  
 research priorities.
4. The Annual Report, which sets  
 out achievements against  
 objectives, budgets and  
 administration costs.



AgriFutures Australia  

Building 007
Tooma Way
Charles Sturt University
Locked Bag 588
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

02 6923 6900
info@agrifutures.com.au

agrifutures.com.au


